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the register of deeds.  
(Neb. Rev. Stat. §18-1216)  
 
SECTION 1-613:  SPECIAL ASSESSMENT FUND 

All money received on special tax assessment shall be held by the city treasurer as a 
special fund to be applied to the payment of the improvement for which the assessment 
was made, and such money shall be used for no other purpose unless to reimburse 
the city for money expended for any such improvement. (Neb. Rev. Stat. §17-710) 
 
SECTION 1-614:  CONTRACTS; APPROPRIATION 

No contracts shall hereafter be made by the City Council or any committee or member 
thereof and no expense shall be incurred by any of the officers or departments of the 
city, whether the object of the expenditures shall be ordered by the council or not, 
unless an appropriation shall have been previously made concerning such expense or 
the funds necessary for the payment of such expense have been duly transferred ac-
cording to law. (Neb. Rev. Stat. §§17-708, 17-709) 
 
SECTION 1-615:  CONTRACTS AND PURCHASES; BIDDING AND OTHER      

REQUIREMENTS 

A. Except as provided in Neb. Rev. Stat. §18-412.01 for a contract with a public 
power district to operate, renew, replace, or add to the electric distribution, transmis-
sion, or generation system of the city, no contract costing over $90,000.00 shall be 
made for enlargement or general improvements such as water extensions, sewers, 
public heating system, bridges, work on streets, or any other work or improvement 
when the cost of such enlargement or improvement is assessed to the property, unless 
it is first approved by the City Council. 
 B. Except as provided in Neb. Rev. Stat. §18-412.01, before the City Council 
makes any contract in excess of $90,000.00 for enlargement or general improvements, 
such as water extensions, sewers, public heating system, bridges, work on streets, or 
any other work or improvement when the cost of such enlargement or improvement is 
assessed to the property, an estimate of the cost shall be made by the city engineer 
and submitted to the council. In advertising for bids as provided herein, the council may 
publish the amount of the estimate. 
 C. Advertisements for bids shall be required for any contract costing over 
$90,000.00 entered into for enlargement or general improvements, such as water ex-
tensions, sewers, public heating system, bridges, work on streets, or any other work 
or improvement when the cost of such enlargement or improvement is assessed to the 
property or for the purchase of equipment used in the construction of such enlargement 
or general improvements. 

D. The advertisement provided for in subsections (B) and (C) of this section 
shall be published at least seven days prior to the bid closing in a legal newspaper 
published in or of general circulation in the city or, if no newspaper has general circu-
lation in the city or county, by posting a written or printed copy thereof in each of three 
public places in the city at least seven days prior to the bid closing. In case of a public 
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emergency resulting from infectious or contagious diseases, destructive windstorms, 
floods, snow, war, or an exigency or pressing necessity or unforeseen need calling for 
immediate action or remedy to prevent a serious loss of, or serious injury or damage 
to, life, health, or property, estimates of costs and advertising for bids may be waived 
in the emergency ordinance authorized by Neb. Rev. Stat. §17-613 when adopted by 
a three-fourths vote of the City Council and entered of record. 
 E. If, after advertising for bids as provided in this section, the City Council re-
ceives fewer than two bids on a contract or if the bids received by the council contain 
a price which exceeds the estimated cost, the council may negotiate a contract in an 
attempt to complete the proposed enlargement or general improvements at a cost 
commensurate with the estimate given. 
 F. If the materials are of such a nature that, in the opinion of the manufacturer 
and with the concurrence of the City Council, no cost can be estimated until the mate-
rials have been manufactured or assembled to the specific qualifications of the city, 
the council may authorize the manufacture and assemblage of such materials and may 
thereafter approve the estimated cost expenditure when it is provided by the manufac-
turer. 
 G. Any city bidding procedure may be waived by the City Council when materi-
als or equipment are purchased at the same price and from the same seller as mate-
rials or equipment which have formerly been obtained pursuant to the state bidding 
procedure in Neb. Rev. Stat. §§81-145 to 81-162 or when the contract is negotiated 
directly with a sheltered workshop pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. §48-1503 or when re-
quired to comply with any federal grant, loan or program. 
 
SECTION 1-616:  ANNUAL AUDIT 

The City Council shall cause an audit of the city accounts to be made by a qualified 
accountant as expeditiously as possible following the close of the fiscal year. Such 
audit shall be made on a cash or accrual method at the discretion of the council. The 
said audit shall be completed and the annual audit report made not later than six 
months after the close of the fiscal year. The accountant making the audit shall submit 
no fewer than three copies of the audit report to the council. All public utilities or other 
enterprises which substantially generate their own revenue shall be audited separately 
and the results of such audits shall appear separately in the annual audit report. Such 
audits shall be on an accrual basis and shall contain statements and materials which 
conform to generally accepted accounting principles. The audit report shall set forth 
the financial position and results of financial operations for each fund or group of ac-
counts of the city as well as an opinion by the accountant with respect to the financial 
statements. Two copies of the annual audit report shall be filed with the city clerk, 
becoming a part of the public records of the clerk's office, and will at all times thereafter 
be open for public inspection. One copy shall be filed with the auditor of public ac-
counts. The City Council shall provide and file with the city clerk, not later than August 
1 of each year, financial statements showing the city’s actual and budgeted figures for 
the most recently completed fiscal year. (Neb. Rev. Stat. §§13-606, 19-2901 through 19-2909) 

SECTION 1-617:  GENERAL FUND 


